AMERICANS FOR THE ARTS RECOGNIZES OUTSTANDING PUBLIC ART
PROJECTS
SOS (SAFTEY ORANGE SWIMMERS) is Honored Today by Public Art Network
Year in Review
WASHINGTON, DC, June 16, 2017—Americans for the Arts today honors 49 outstanding public arts projects created in 2016 through
the Public Art Network Year in Review program, the only national program that specifically recognizes the most compelling public
art. Chosen by a jury from 325 entries representing communities across the country, the roster of winning projects was unveiled at
Americans for the Arts’ 2017 Annual Convention in San Francisco.
SOS (Safety Orange Swimmers) was created by Ann Hirsch and Jeremy Angier of A+J Art+Design and commissioned by the Fort
Points Arts Community and the Friends of Fort Point Channel. SOS was installed in Fort Point Channel in the Boston Harbor during
the fall of 2016. The installation instantly engaged the public with 22 bright orange figures floating in a kinetic, dynamically changing
group. Animated by wind and currents into mesmerizing formations, the attention grabbing display caused passers-by to stop, look
and consider: each foam figure represents nearly one million of the estimated 21.3 million refugees worldwide who face peril seeking
safety and freedom.
“These selected works reflect the incredible diversity of public art projects, including temporary to permanent, sculpture to
performance art,” said Robert L. Lynch, president and CEO of Americans for the Arts. “The innovation of work demonstrated in the
Public Art Network Year in Review shows the breadth of talent from artists around the country. I congratulate them and their
commissioning groups for these community treasures.”
The Fort Point Arts Community (FPAC) calls SOS its “most successful project to date in terms of audience engagement.” FPAC’s
social media platform exploded in the days and weeks following the installation, with hundreds of comments sparking thousands of
reposts across Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
The presentation of the Public Art Network Year in Review was generously supported by the Kenneth Rainin Foundation, sponsor
of the 2017 Public Art Preconference: Expanding the Ecosystem. Jurors Sherri Brueggemann, manager of the Public Art Urban
Enhancement Program for the City of Albuquerque Cultural Services Department; Kevin B. Chen, artist and curator from Oakland,
CA; and artist Alison Saar from Los Angeles, CA, were on hand for the session to announce the selected projects.
The art works selected for the Public Art Network Year in Review can be seen on this page. The complete presentation, which
includes photos and descriptions of the 49 works, is available for purchase through Americans for the Arts’ store.
Public Art Resource Center (PARC)
At the 2017 Annual Convention, Americans for the Arts also unveiled its new Public Art Resource Center (PARC). Supported by a
generous grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, PARC is a first-of-its-kind online portal where users can access resources
and tools tailored to the specific needs of a rich array of stakeholders in public art, including artists, public art administrators, private
sector partners, fabricators, and community stakeholders, among others. A public art services directory, a public art programs
directory, and many other resources are available on PARC, giving the field centralized access to information about current and
ongoing issues impacting the public art field.
The Public Art Network is a program of Americans for the Arts, designed to provide services to the diverse field of public art and to
develop strategies and tools to improve communities through public art. The network’s constituents are public art professionals,
visual artists, design professionals, and communities and organizations planning public art projects and programs.
Americans for the Arts is the leading nonprofit organization for advancing the arts and arts education in America. With offices in
Washington, D.C., and New York City, it has a record of more than 55 years of service. Americans for the Arts is dedicated to
representing and serving local communities and creating opportunities for every American to participate in and appreciate all forms
of the arts. Additional information is available at www.AmericansForTheArts.org.
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